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Happy Easter from Liberation Veteran 
Services! I wanted to take the time 
to thank all of our donors, volunteers 
and supporters for all that you do to 
support us. There are so many amazing 
updates to our program as a result of 
your generosity. Without you, we simply 
could not serve our veterans with the 
level of care and compassion that they 

truly deserve and need. Year to date we have permanently housed 
10 veterans and we are continuing the fi ght to totally eradicate 
veteran homelessness in this region. Something I have said since 
our inception and continues to guide me daily, “two words that 
should never go together are homeless and veteran.” 

A pre-paid envelope is enclosed with this 
newsletter for your convenience. Please fi ll 
out the form and return with your donation.

Online
Phone
Mail

www.lvsrva.org

804-233-4064

check or credit card
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Make a Donation Today 
Investing in the life of a veteran is a profound way to 
express gratitude to those who have served in defense 
of our nation and our freedom. Through your generosity, 
we’re able to off er a complete set of services for veterans 
in need and help them restore a sense of purpose. 

With a monthly or annual donation, your generosity off ers 
more than just room and board for a homeless veteran. 
It allows him the shelter and support needed to get back 
on his feet and more forward with renewed hope.

Make an impact: 93 cents of every dollar raised goes 
directly to services and programs for our clients.

GIVE BACK TO THOSE WHO SERVED US.
Help us give homeless veterans the shelter and assistance they need to rebuild their lives.

Other ways you can help:

• Ask your workplace to make a donation to LVS
• Collect supplies at your workplace for LVS
• Sponsor or provide a dinner for our 25 residents
• Bring a group to tour the facility
• Invite LVS to make a presentation at your work
• Make a donation with the enclosed envelope

In-Kind Donations
We greatly appreciate all in-kind donations, from goods 
like laundry detergent and business casual/professional 
clothing, to larger items like furniture and appliances. 

We also welcome suggestions for additional gifts that 
may help our veterans as they make the important 
transition from LVS housing to independent living. 

Please call us at 804.233.4064 to coordinate your 
generous donation.

Here’s How:

THE VETERAN’S VOICE
Anniversary Edition  //  Veteran’s Day 2018 

LVS dining areaLVS internet and computer room

A Message from the Executive Director 

Veteran’s Wellness 
Center Completed
Since I last checked in with you, we have completed 
our Veterans Wellness Center. The Lee Conner 
Pavilion is a 6,500 square foot recreational facility 
where our former active military veterans can get 
back into shape or spend some down time playing 
a friendly game of pool or ping pong. 

Special thank you to the Marietta McNeil Morgan 
& Samuel Tate Morgan Jr. Trust for supplying a 
$48,000 grant to help us purchase and install brand 
new exercise equipment for our veterans. We also 
wanted to thank Mr. Gene Desvernine for our brand 
new ping pong tables and CP Dean for donating 
the pool tables. This space is going to make a huge 
diff erence in the morale of our veterans. 

As a good steward of your resources I want to 
highlight the impact that your donations have 
made. Please take a moment to read through our 
updates and especially the success stories of 
our clients. Finally, I invite you to share our story 
with your family and friends. If you haven’t visited 
us in a while, come take a tour so you can see 
fi rst-hand the diff erence your support has made. 
Thank you for partnering with us in this fi ght to 
end veteran homelessness. I hope to see you 

 Jay Patrick, CEO     



William Peacock / U.S. Army (1984-1986)
Mr. William Peacock is a veteran of the U.S. Army who served honorably in the 72E as a 
Telecommunications Operator. William came to LVS after the death of his brother. With 
nowhere to turn and many physical ailments, LVS seemed like the perfect place to rebuild 
his life. LVS case managers and staff  rallied around Mr. Peacock getting him doctor’s 
appointments, a resume, interview clothes, a haircut and back on track. Mr. Peacock began 
applying for various employment opportunities and leading him to fi ll out an application with 
Admiral Security. An LVS board member who works for Admiral Security decided quickly to 
give him an interview. He interviewed and was hired in November 2018. Since being hired 
Mr. Peacock has been working steadily. He makes it to work in the rain, sleet and snow, he 
really enjoys his job! He has been saving approximately 80% of his income and budgeting 
the rest for his monthly expenses. Mr. Peacock is positive inspiration to others to keep 
pushing. He is planning to start looking for housing in May and is looking forward to having 
his sisters over to see his new place.

We defi ne success as a veteran who achieves the ability to live 
on his own in our community with access to resources that are 
critical for his stability. Our 86% success rate proves how, with 
the right help, despair can be transformed into real hope.

SUCCESS 
STORIES

Timothy Zehm / U.S. Army (1979-1981)
Mr. Timothy Zehm is a Veteran of the U.S. Army who served honorably in the Artillery Division 
from 1979-1981. He was referred to us through Vetlink, which links veterans to appropriate 
services based on their needs, and moved to LVS on October 22, 2018. He has signifi cant 
health issues stemming from alcoholism but has been sober since 2014 and is on a fi xed 
income due to his disabilities. Tim has had several bouts with homelessness due to his 
chronic health issues as well as alcoholism. After his situation was reviewed, he was deemed 
eligible for a HUD-VASH voucher, an ongoing rental subsidy. Mr. Zehm has maintained his 
sobriety and saved money while being at LVS. He has made great friends who assisted him 
in his move to his new apartment and has been a very positive member of the LVS family. 
He has consistently been helpful, kind and patient with staff  and other veterans. On March 
26th, Tim signed his lease and has also been connected with Desiree Taylor, our new Housing 
Stabilization Case manager that will assist him in maintain his housing. Mr. Zehm is very 
excited to have his own place and looks forward to inviting friends and family over for dinner.

Lawrence Harris / U.S. Marines (1978-1981)
Mr. Lawrence Harris is a Veteran of the US Navy. Due to many obstacles and housing 
barriers, Mr. Harris desperately needed a place like LVS. On October 6, he moved in and 
had some trouble adjusting. One of our core principles at LVS to helping veterans get 
back on their feet is creating a healthy savings. However, sometimes it takes time to teach 
life skills such as savings and fi nancial responsibility. Mr. Harris initially wasn’t comfortable 
saving and was not optimistic about creating fi nancial stability and permanent housing on 
fi xed income. LVS was able to assist Mr. Harris in receiving a HUD-VASH voucher which 
subsidizes his rent for rest of his life. We also convinced him to start saving and he just 
moved into a lovely 1 bedroom apartment with a healthy savings account for his new 
beginning. Congratulations Mr. Harris!

A year ago, Parker Dillard, President and CEO of ARC3 
took a tour of LVS. There was an immediate connection 
and since that initial meeting, Mr. Dillard has been one of 
our most profound supports. We were fortunate enough 
that not only did Parker fi nd our mission viable, credible 
and necessary but also worthy of sharing. Once the ARC3 
employees heard about our mission to help veterans who 
have fallen on hard times, they all pitched in to donate. 
Here you see Parker Dillard, Jay Patrick Fletcher Johnson 
and Arthur Blakey (Board Chairman) being presented with 
a check for $11,000 from the employees of ARC3! WOW! 
We are humbled and honored to partner with such a great 
company.  

The Virginia Home
In February, Jay Patrick and Fletcher Johnson were able 
to connect and collaborate with the Virginia Home. After a 
visit to LVS, Bob Crouse, President and CEO of the Virginia 
Home, felt that our missions were so connected that we 
should come and see their amazing work. Bob was kind 
enough to give us a tour of this amazing facility and connect 
us with key staff  members who help administrate their 
operation. We leaned in and learned as much as we could 
from this organization that explemifys where we aspire to 
be someday. There was so much to learn from the Virginia 
Home and their experience with recreation programs, 
volunteer orientations, and fundraising.

An Evening with Gary Senice
After connecting with The Virginia Home, Jay Patrick and 
Fletcher Johnson were invited as special guest by Bob 
Crouse to the Virginia Home’s Annual Gala “Stories of 
Courage and Grace.” It was an amazing fundraiser driven 
to inspire through personal stories. We are pictured here 
with the featured speaker, Gary Sinise. Sinise is an actor 
and philanthropist, most notably known for his role of as 
Lieutenant Dan from the movie Forrest Gump. 

ARC3 Employees Support LVS
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Housing. Healing. Hope.
Supporting homeless veterans in the Greater Richmond area.

On March 16th, St. Bridget’s Catholic Church sent a group 
of youth volunteers to LVS. The group baked cookies 
and brownies, that made the entire living area smell like 
Christmas. The volunteers created handwritten cards of 
appreciation for every veteran in our program. They also 
helped organize our supply closet and some gentleman 
from the church helped with some much needed cleaning 
and moving of debris in our basement. Thank you St. 
Bridget’s for such kind and helpful gestures. We sincerely 
appreciate it.

Thank you, St. Bridget’s Catholic Church!

Special thanks to all of our volunteers!

WELCOME KELLY TUMLIN
Kelly Tumlin is new to the 
LVS team. Kelly will be 
our new Veteran Case 
Manager. She will carry 
a case load of roughly 
12-15 veterans. Kelly 
comes to LVS with a ton of 
experience, most recently 
at Focused Outreach. In 

her last role, Kelly actually partnered with LVS as her 
former company Focused Outreach was awarded a 
grant to assist veterans with employment. Therefore 
Kelly already knew most of our clients personally. 
Another fun fact is Kelly and her husband Willis are 
both veterans and she has a very close connection to 
our mission.

STAFF UPDATES

WELCOME DESIREE TAYLOR
Desiree is also new to the LVS 
team. Desiree will be our new 
Housing Stabilization Program 
Manager. She will lead out a 
new program that is designed 
to increase our clients stability 
and resources once placed 
into housing. Up to this point, 
we have had a strong focus 

on getting our clients into housing, but now we will begin 
to apply just as much focus to care for our clients after 
they are placed. Desiree also has extensive experience 
from Focused Outreach, Virginia Supportive Housing and 
currently leads the Vet Link program for all providers of 
homeless services for veterans. Desiree also is a veteran 
and has a deep passion for helping veterans get the care 
they deserve and need. 

VOLUNTEERING 
AND SERVICE

Bethlehem Presbyterian Church

Blue Star Families of Richmond VA

Bon Air Presbyterian Church

Brandermill Church

Brian Delcorsa

Cedar Street Baptist Church

Church of the Holy Comforter

Covenant Woods

Epiphany Lutheran Church

Fairfi eld Presbyterian Church

First Baptist Church

Good Shepherd Umc

Grace Baptist Church

Harvest Christian Church

Hatcher Memorial Church

Highland Springs UMC

Hillcrest Baptist

Holy Rosary Church

Hope Christian Ministries

Kindred Church 
(Formerly New Venture)

Lebanon UMC

Liberation Church

Lonesome Dove Riding Academy

Lucy’s Unifi ed Hands and Heart 
Ministry

Mckesson

Mechanicsville Christian Center

Mission BBQ

Pam Brown Family & Friends

Papa John’s

Richmond Community Church

Rock Spring Baptist Church, 
Aylett, VA

Southminster Presbyterian Church

St. Bridget’s Church

St. Edward’s Catholic

St. Mark’s Church of God in Christ

St. Mary’s Catholic Church

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church

St. Paul’s Episcopal 

Sycamore Presbyterian Church

The Golden Girls

The Sorensen Family

Tuckahoe Presbyterian Church

The Ridge Faith Cmty

United Nations Church Int’l.

Varina Church of the Nazarene

VFW Post 9808

West Richmond Church of the 
Brethren

Westminster Presbyterian Church

World Overcometh Christian 
Ministries

Yearin Family

Staff  and Board Retreat
We have facilitated another successful board and staff  
retreat to help us remain aligned with our goals and 
accountable to our mission. Our focus for our gather 
was SHARED VALUES, SHARED PURPOSE, SHARED 
PASSION, AND TEAM CHEMISTRY. I felt with a growing 
team and organization it was vital for us to take time and 
solidify our collective comprehension of our core values 
and strategy to maintain a healthy growing organization. 


